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POLITICAL PORTRAITS.
JAMES K. POLE.

Mr. Polk, who is the oldest of ten chil-
dren, was born in Meckienburg county.
North Carolina, on the second of November,
1785, and is consequently in the forty third

ear of his age. His ancestors, whose name
lock, has by obvious transition, assumed
its present form, emigrated, more than &
century ago, from Ire » & country from
which many of our most distinguished men
are proud to derive their origin. They es-
tab ished themselves firt in Waryland,
where some of their descendar.ts still sojourn.
The branch of fami'y from which is sprung
the subject of this memoir, removed to the
neighborhood of Carlisle, in Pennsylvania,
thence, to the western frontier of North
Carolina. some time before the commence-
ment of the Revolutionary war. Its connec-
tion with that evertful struggle is one of rare
distinction. On the twentieth of May, 1775.
consequently more than a twelvemonth an-
terior to the declaration of the Fourth of
July, the assembled inhabitants of Mecklen-
burg county, publicly absolved themselves
from their allegiance to the Brittish Crown,
and issued a formal manifesto of Indep n-
dence, in terms of manly eloquence, which
have become “familiar as household words™
to the American people. Col. Thos. Polk, the
prime my.ver in this act o noble daring, one
of the first signers of the Declaration of in-
dependence, was the great uncle of the pre-
sent Speaker, who is also connected with the
Alexanders, Chairman and Secretary of the
famous meeting, as well as with Dr. Eu-
phraim Brevard, the author of the Declara-
tion it-elf.
- - - -

The father of Mr. Polk was a farmer of
unassuming pretensions, bul enterprising
character. Thrown upon his own resonrces
in early life, he became the architeet of his
own fortunes. He was a warm supporte;
of Mr. Jefferson, and through life a firm and
con<istent republican. In the antumn of
1706, he removed 1o Tennessee. wiwre he
was among the first pioncers of the fertil
valley of Duck River, thena wilderness, bu
now the most flourishing portion o) the State.
The magical growth of & country which was
but vesterday redeened from tie sole do-
minion of nature, is a phenomenon of gr a
mora' and potitical interest, and cannot £
to impress a character of strength and en-
terprise upon the authoe s and participators
of the wonderful result.  H w can man las-
gush or halt when all around him s expan-
ding and advancing with irrepresuble ener
gv? In this region Mr. Polk still resudes, so
that he may be saul, literally, to have grown
with its growth, and strengthen-d wuh its
strength.  Of course, in the infancy of its
sciticement, the opportunities for instruction
couid not have been great. Notwithstand.
i~g this disadvantage—and the sull more for-
widable one of a painful afliction, from
wiicn, after vears of suffering, he was final-
Iy relieved by a surgical operation—le ac-
quired the elemenisof a good FEngish educa-
ton. —Apprehending that his  coustitution
hod been too much impaired to permit the

cntwement of study, us father determined,
e weaver, agninst the will of the son,

minle nim oa commercinl man; wil,ah
ww sctunlly peced him with a merchant.
o w3l slepder threads hong the diosti.
«of ! A Lttle more, "nd the aneoamn
rogising op onent of the Bank of the Uni-
ted Siates, the democratic Spenker of the
llouse of Repres: ntatives, might have been
at this day, inspite of his origia and early
tendencies, a Whig preacher of panies, ut-
tering jermasds for the fute of the shadowy
and ntangible thing yclapt *~credit system,”™
“1f shape it might be call'd, that shape had
none,

Distinguished in member, joint, or limb;

Or substance might be cailed, that shadow
-amn'd,

For each seem’d either.”

He remained a few weeks in a situation
adverse to his wishes and jincompatible with
his taste. Finally his earnest appeals suc-
ceeded in overcoming the resistance of his
father, and in July, 1813, he was placed
first under the care of Dr. Henderson, and
subsequently, at the academy of Murfrees-
bo h, Tennessee, then under the direc-
tion of Mr. Samuel P. Black, justly celebra-
ted in that ion as a classical teacher.
In the autumn of 1815, he entered the Uni-
versity of North Carolina, having, in less than
two years and a half thoroughiy preparcd
himself to commence his collegiate course.
It will be seen from this hasty sketch, that
the history of the Speaker furnishes an in-
terestiug example of talent and perseverance
triumphing over di-heartening difficuliies in
early life. So frequent are such instances,
that it would almost seem that true merit re-
quires the ordeal of adverse circumstances
1o streag hen its temper and distirguish it
from unsubstantial i

Mr. Polk's carcer at the University was
distinguished. At each semi-annual exam-
ination. he bore away the first honor, and n-
nally graduated in 1818, with the highest
distinction of his class, an) with the reputa-
tion of being the first scholar n both the
mathematics snd classics.
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Returning to Tennessee, from the State
which is in two senses, his alma mater, wi/h
health considerably impaired by excossive
appl cation, Mr. Polk, in the beginning o
the year 1519 commenced the study of the
law in the office of Senator Grundy. and v
1820 was admitted to the bar. e commen-
ced his professional career in the county of
Maury, with great advants deiived from
the connectim of his famuly with it enrly
settlement. To this hour hi~ warmest friends
are the sharers of bus futher's ear'y priva-
tions and difficultivs, an) the nesce ates of
&m’ﬂﬂlb 'rn.lﬂ his succens was du 8
his prn-lq‘nmm *till more iham to ex-
t-insic “"m A miolh. m habit-
as well as in ing for the
ot and not own assumption, | ¢
mapners conciliated the ) . The
masaers conciliaied the geveral guod.
by the result. His thorough scademical

lew, lus resdiness and resources of debate,
his unwearied application to business, secur-
ed him, at once, full employment, and in less
than a year he wasalready a leading practi-
tioner. Such prompt success in a profession
where the early stages are proverbially siow
and discournging, falls to the lot of few.

Mr. Polk continued to devote some years
exclusively to the laborious prosecation of
his prolession, with a progressive augmenta-
tion of reputation, and the more solid rewards
by which it i= accompanied. In 1823, he
entered upon the stoimy career of politics,
being chosen to represent his county in the
State Legislature. by a heavy majority over
the former imcumbent, but not without form-
idable opposition. He wus, for two succes-
cessive years, a member of that body, where
his ability for debate, his talents for business
at once gave him reputation. The early
personal and political friend of Gen. Jackson
he was one of those who in the sessions of
1823, "4 called that distinguished man from
his retirement by electing him to the Senate
of the United Siates; and he looks back with
pride to the par' he took 1n an act which was
followed by such important comsequences.
In August, 1825 being then in his thirtieth
year, Mr. Polk was chosen to represent his
district in Congress, and in the easuing De-
cember took his seat in that body, where he
has remained ever since. He brought into
the national councils those fundamental
nrinciples 10 which he has adhered through
all the personal mufations of party. From
his early youth he was a republican of the
“straitest secl.” He has ever regarded the
(‘anstitution of the Ubited States as an in-
strument of specific and limited powers, and
that docirine i1s a* the very foundation of the
democratic ereed. Of course, he has ever
buan, what is termed a strict cons tructionist,
repudiating, above all things, the latitudivous
imterpretations of federalism, which tend to
t ¢ consolidution of al! power in the central
government. He has signalized his hostility
t. these usurping doctanes in all their modes.
tle ans always refused his assent to the ap-
propriation of money by the Federal Govern.
inent for what he deems the unconstitutional
purpose of constructing works ol internal
improvement within the States. He took
gronnd early against the cons itutionality, n«

Il as expediesicy of a National Bank: aund
in August, 1820, consequently several months
betore the appearance of Gen Jackson’s first
message, ansounced then his opiniens in a
published letter to his constituents.  He has
wver b en opposed to an oppressive tanff for
n otertion, and was, at all times; the sirenu-
us adv ca'e of a reduction of the revenue
to the economical wants of the Government.
Euntertaining these opinions, as we have oc-
casion to iliustrate and entering Congress as
he did, at the first session afrer the election
of the younger Adams he prominently took
his stand against the broad aud dangerous
doctrine developed in the message of that
Chief Magistrate, and was during the contin-
gance of his a iministration firmly and reso-
intely, but not fuctiously, opposed to its lead-

ng measures.

When Mr. Polk entered congress he was
with one or two excrptions the junior mem-
ber of that body. But capacity like his
could not long remained unnoticed. In con-
sequenc of the pa pable disregard of the
public will manifested in the election by the
House of Mr. Adams, together with the
me-ans by whieh it was effected, a proposition
was brov ght forward and much discussed at
the time, to amend the constitution 1n such
manner as to give the choice of Presudent
immediately a:mg1 irreversibly to the people.
In favor of this proposition, Mr. Polk made
his first speech in congress, which at once
attracted the attention c;;;he coun'ry bg;f the
force of its regsoning, copiousness of its
research’ and thengapiri't of honest indigna-
tion by which it was animated. It was at
once seen that his ambition was to distinguish
himself by substantial merit rather than rhe-
torical display, the rock upoa which most
young orators split. At that same session,
that egregious measure of political Quixitism
the Penama mission, which was proposed in
contempt of the sound maxim, to cultivate
friendship w th all pations, yet engage In
entangling alliances with none, gave nse to
a protracted debate in both Houses of con-
gress. The exploded federsl doctrine was
upon this oceasion revived, that as under
the constitution, the President and Senate
exclusively are endowed with the treaty-
making faculty, and that of orginating and
uppointing to missions, their acts under that
power become the supreme law of the land,
nor can the House of Represeutatives deliber-
ate upon, much less, in the exercise of a sound
discretion, refuse the appropriations necessa-
ry to carry thém into effect. Against a doc-
trine so utterly subversive of the rights and
powers of the popular branch of Congress,
as well as of the fundamental princi of
democracy, Mr. Polk strenously protested,
cmbodying his views in a series of resolu-
tions, wiich prodaced, in a tangible shape,
the doctrines on this question of the repub-
lican party of '98. The first of the resclu-
tions which presents the general principle
with brevity and foree, runs thus: “that it is
the constitutional right and duty of the
House of Represcntatives, when called upon
for appropriations to defray the expenses of
forei;m missions, to de‘iberate of the expedi-
~ncy or inexpedicncy of such nussions. and
10 determun+ @ nd act thereon, as in their )
me 0t mas seen most conductive to the pu
ic guod.™

- » » A :

In December, 1827, two y-ars after his
cntrence in the House, Mr. Polk was placed
on the important committee of Foreign afi-
wirs, and some time alier was appointed, in
addition, chairman of the Se'ect committee
o which was reﬁ-rfedlmt wo of ‘5
Fresuden’ts message calli attention |
@ ngress 1o the probable accumulati 0 of a
~urplus in the Treasury, after the anticipa-

entoreev, denying the constitu'ional power
ﬂ!mb’eﬂhﬂl’n- the people,

preparation, his accurate knowledge of the

subserviency which has been brought against
him. in common with the nrominent suppor-

td extinguishment of the Nationul Debt. As

revenue should Le retluced 10 ihe exigencies
of the public service.
- - - -

In December, 1832, he was transferred to
the committee of Ways and means, with
which his connection has been so d stinguish-
ed. At that session the Direciors of the
Bank of the United States were summoned
to Washingion, and examined upon oath,
beiore the committee just pamed. A divis-
ion of opinion resulted in the presentation of
two reports.—That of the majority. which
?adr!}lt%ad that tl?e Bank had exceeded its

wiul powers, by interfering with the plan
of the governmert, to pay (?the three P;:r
cent. stock, was tame, and unaccompanied
by pertinent facts, or elucidating details.
Mr. Polk, in behalf of the minority, made a
detailed report, communicating all the mate-
rial circumstances, and presenting conclu-
sions utterly adverse to the institution which |

--in person he is of middle stature, with a full

grave bui its serious cast is often releved by

a particularly pleasant smile indicative of |

the amenity of his disposition. The amiable
character of his private life which has ever
beep upright and pure secures to him the es-

teem andiriendship of ali who have the ad- [ §,. + and March next when and
| where all persons having claims z-

vantage of his acquaintance.

We are aunthorized to anunounce JOHN
THROUSDALE as a candidate for Assessor
and Tax Coliector of Marshal!l e

Neoti ;e
HEREBY forwarg all

parchasing Section segPn, Kange Five,

had been the subject of inquiry. This ar-
rayed against him the whole bank power,,
which he was made to feel in a quarter
where he had every thing at stake, for upon
tiis return to his district he found the most
formidable oppesition mustered agninst htm‘
for his course upon this question. The
friends of the United States Bank held a !
meeting at Nashville to denounce s report. |
The most unscrupulous misrepresentations
were resorted to in order to prove that he
had destroved the credit of the West, by
proclaiming that his countrymen were un-
worthy of mercantile confidence. The re-
sult, however, was that af'er a violent con-
test, Mr. Polk was re-elected by a majornty
of more than three thousand. Fortuna ely
for the stability of our institutions, the panics |
which “frighten citics from their propriety,” |
do not sweep with the same desolating force
over the scattered dwellings of the country.

_ Towards the close of the memorable ses- !
sion of 835, Mr. Spenker Stevensou re-|
sighied the chair, as well as his seai in the |
House.—The majority of the democratic
party preferred Mr. Polk as his successor, |

less acceptable, succeeded in eiecting a gen- '
tleman, then a professed fricnd, but since a
decided opponent of the President and his
measures.  Mr. Polk’s defeat produced no-
change in his course. He remuned faith-
ful ‘0 his party, and assiduous in the perior-
mance of arduous duties. In December,
IS35, he was elected Speaker of the House
of Representatives, and chosen again in Sep-
tember last, after an animated contest. The
duties of this-difficult situation, 1t is now con-
ceded, he has discharged with rare fidality
and fairness. In the begining unusual dif-
culties were thrown in his way by animosity
which was sometimes carried to an extent
that called forth general animadversion.—
During the first session in which he presided
more appeals were taken from s decision
than had occurred in the whole period since
the origin of the Government; but he was
uniformily sustained by the House, and by
many of his political adversaries. Stran.
gers of all parties who visit Washington are
struck with the digmity, prompti.ude, and
impartiality with which he presides over the
deliberations of the House. It w.s with
great pleasure that we heard, but the other
day, an emineat member of the Opposition
in that body, bear the same testimony. Not-
withstanding the violenee with which he had
been assailed, eonﬁ passed, at the close
of the session in 1837, an unanimous vote of
thanks to its presiding officer, from whom it
separated with the kindest feelings; and no
man, now, could enjoy its nce and
friendship in a higher degree. His calmness
and good temper have allayed the violence
of opposition, n a station for which his quick-
pess, and sagacity eminently qualify him.
Few public men have pursued a firmeror
more consistent course than Mr. Polk. Upen
several emergencies when the current of
goplllr opinion threatened to overwhelm
im, he has stern!y adhered to the coanvic-
tions of duty, perfering to sink with his prin-

This, we have noticed, was the cause afier
his bank report in 1833, and he incured the
same hazard, when in 1835, he avowed his
unalterable purpose not to separate from the
democratic party in the presidential election.
On each of these occasions, the populor ex-
citement in his district would have appalled
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as }‘Pl ln!l[‘flin{ and the said la 3 -
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Notice.
By virtue of an execution to me diree-
ted from the ciremt court of Marshall

county | will sell lor cash at the court
house door in the town of Holly Springs
on monday the 16th day of September
vext all the right uvile and interest tha:
Joseph Talkinglon has in and to the
south east quarter of section 13 of Town-

property of said Talkington 1o satisfy

gust 1839.
L. McCROSRKRY, sh'if.
By D. M. DAVIS, D. 8h'iL
3t—Printers fee 5 dollars.

Noidece.

By virtue of an execution to me di-
recied from the circuit court of Marshall
county I will sell for cash in the town
of Holly Springs on monday the 16th
day of September next, all the right ritle
claim and interes: that Paschal Callicat
has in and to the south west qua' ter of
section 33, township 4, range 4, west
levied on as the property of Paschal Cal-
licats to satisfy an execution in favour of
Samuel Johnston; sale within 4he lawful
hours; this 111l day ef August 1839,

L. McCROSKY sh'ff.
By D. M. Davis D. sh'ff.
3t—Printers fee 5 dollars.

.

Sh’frSsale.

By virtue of two fi fas 1o me directed
from the circuit court of Marshall county
one in favor of Travis Sage and one in
tavor of R. H. Patillo I will sell for cash
at the court House in Holly Springs on
the 3d monday of September next all the
wright title and interest of Thomas D.
Mason to 12 acres of land it being the
south part of lot No 32 on section 1 T.
4, Range 3, west; sale within lawful

hours.
L. McCROSKY sh'fl.
August 14th 1839.
Printers fee 4 dollars,

. Sh'ff Sale.

By Virtue of an alias fi fa to me direc-
ted frem the circuit court of Marshall

ciples, rather than rise by their abandonment. | ccunty 1 will sell at the court house in

Holly Springs on the 16th of Seprember
next all the right title claim and interest
that Elbert Early hath in and to lots No,
53 and 54 as laid down on the addition
to the Plan of Waterford in Marshall
county at the instance of William E.
Williams and Wyatt Epps to catisfy their

and driven back a timid and time-serving
politician. Had he been governed by sel-
fish metives; had he consulted his own per-|
sonal ease and looked te iz re-election alone;
had he inshort regarded success more than
prin-iple he would have vielded his own con-
viction to the ndications not to be mistaken,
of popular epinion. But he took counsel ol no-
bler sentiments and with a fearlessness char-
acterstic of his whole public course avowed
and presisted in his well-matared determina-
tions. He succeded in carrying truth home
to an enlightened constituency gvas sustained
by increasing majorities, and is now so strong
in the good will of his district, that at the
last election no opposition wasattempted No- |
thing can be more false than the chargs of|

ters of the late adminsiration. It is true
that despising the cant of ne party, which
hus ever been the pretext of i, and trea-
cherous politicians, and convinced that ina|
popular government nothing can be ac-|
acted with his ; as far as priociple

-~ '

his opin.ons were not oaly geasraly known

debt and cost; sale within lawful hours

L.McCROSKY, Sk'ff

3t—Printers fee 4 doll=-=,

The State of Mississippi

Marshall county.
Probate Court June Term 1539.

William G. Wynne Admimstra-
tor of the esrate of Richard A. Ech-
ols Dc’d. thisday exhibited on oath
to the court, an account of the per-
sonal estate, and debts, of the de-
ceascd, as far as he can discover the
same, which account is received by
the court, and ordered to be recor-
ded.

‘Whereapon, upon the petition «
the said admiaistrator, (1t appear-
ing to the court that sad estaie is
msolvent) it is therefore ordcred by

appomted Commissioners o

but he had actually spoken or MWWWQI and examine all claims o'
the accession of Gen. Jackson to power.
_""'““‘h:i;. ! B g s and said commissicners shall give!

6 useful member as well asa prominent actor | brin
and accordingly he performed more than 8] hefore sai  commissioners

full share of the active business of legislation.

angular brow, and a quick and penetrating |
eye. The expression of his countenance is|

rsons against

venly-six, same |
Township and Range ; Section Twelve, !

August 14th 1830, |

WIL . H. BOURL ND
A Copy. Test.

.
]

4th monday of September. Decem-

‘gams' the estate of the ssad Kich.

‘ard a. Echols, will be and appear

with the evidence i support there-
‘ol that the same may be ajudicated
' as the the law directs.

T. M. YANCY.
JESSE LEWELLEN.
angust 16th 1839, t—15

Marshall county.,
Thomas N. Gies & Wife.
V=
(_‘li‘tb P. utxt"’
| In this case the Plaintiff baving obtaimes
an attachment lor the sum of six bundred
nd Gfly dollars besides costs, aga‘nst the es-
tate of the defendant, which = sow peating
| in the circuit court of Marshall county. Ne-
| tice is he reby given that unless the detend-
ant shall appear, give special bal, and plead
within the time limited for hs appeERrance,
+Jn(i,_gﬂ'u-nl will be entered. and the estale at-
tached will be sold.
’ J.C_.ALDERSON.CI'k
August 17th 1839,
dt—Printers tev & d lars,

| THE STA T ¥ OF MISSISSIPPT |
~ Marsha!l county !
: Lorenze D). West,
V=

Joel Baker.

%

'ship 6 range 5 west Levied on as llwl In this cose the Plasntil’ baving: cbinined

an attachment for the sum of Nipe=ty five

= » . ® . i I . - 3 . 3 P e ur |, S . =l
but in consequence of division in its rauks, AN €xecution in favour of John Ray for| 4 jjars hesides costs against the esate of the
ihe Opposition. to whom lis promin=nt and | the u-e of George M. Terinil; saje within | Jefendant, which is now peading in U cir-
uncompromising course had rendered bun! the lawful hours; this the 11th day of Au- | cyit Court of Marshall county. Notios is

' hereby given, that unless the defendant shall

appear, give specml bail, and plead within

the time himited for his appearanpce judgment

will be entered, and the estate attached will

be sold.

August 17th, 1539, J. C. ALDERSON, 'k

41—Printers fie 5 dailars

THE STATE OF MISSIsSioFPl |
Marshall € onnty, '
Martin Bucks vs. Jorl Baker

In this case the plaint:fi bav.ng obtained
an attachment for the sum of 53 66 besuies
costs against the estate of the defendent,
which s now pending in the Circust Court
of Marshall co.

Notice 13 hereby given, that unless the
defendant shall appear, give special ba:l, and
plead within th> time hmited for hus appear-
ance, judgment will bec entered, and the o
tate atiached will be sold.

J. C. ALDERSON, Cl'k.

Aug. 17, 1530,

4t—Printers fee &5.

The State of Mississippa, |

Marshall Couanry.
Ziba L. Gower
Ve,
Wm. Fulgham

In this case the planuff having obiztoed
an attachment for the sum of 3157 50 bewdes
costs, agninst the estate of the defendant
which is now pending i the Circuit Court of
Marshall co.

Notice is heroby given that unless the de-
fendant shall appear, give special baud, and
plead within the ume hmited for hisappenr-
ance, judgement will be entered, asnd the es-
tate attached will be sold.

J. C. ALDERSON, CI'k.

Aug. 17 1839, $t—Printers foe $5.

The Sta e of Misassipp -

Marshall County
Wim. H. Jenkins

vs
Allen A. Hooker
In this case the paintiff baving ochtained
an attecicvent for the sum of $218 25 be-
sides cosi, against the estate of the defendant,
which 1= now pending in the Circuit Court of
Marshall co,

Notice is hereby given that unless the defin
dant shall appear, give special bail and plead
within the tme limited for lis appearance.
judgment wil be entered aud the estate at
tached will be sold.

J. C. ALDERSON (k.
Acg. 17, 1558

Printers fee 85.

SH'FF SALE.
On monday the '6th, of Sep. next |
will sell 10 the highest bidder tor cash, at
the court House door in the Town of Ox-
ford all the Right tit'e, claim and interest
that James L. Wrnght has in and 10 a
Steam Saw and Grist Mills, a fine lot of
saw loggs, also all his right, tnie, claun
and interest 1o two Lots ¢ Land 4 wig-
nated and Konewn in the plan of ithe
Town of Wyat, as Lots No 26> and 269,
upon which said Milis are boili alse a
framed Dwelling House, coutaming thir-
iy acres Levied on as the popernty of
-aid Wright tesatisiy sundry i fas, to me
directed from the Hen. Circnit court of

C.
Oxlord, Aug. 2nd, 1839,
I rinters fee G dell.rs.
Tasen vp by James S 2 miies
West of Hudsonvilie one lh rse®

ging w and proving thesr claims

In OYed.ence to the above orcer.
we the undersigned commissioners
will attend at the office of the Pro-
bate Clerk in Holly Springs on the

;
|




